TO
Jordan Crugnale, Bass MP, Jordan.crugnale@parliament.vic.gov.au
Daniel Andrews, Victoria Premier, Daniel.andrews@parliament.vic.gov.au
Lily D’Ambrosio, Environment Minister, lily.dambrosio@parliament.vic.gov.au
Lizzie Blandthorn, Planning Minister, lizzie.blandthorn@parliament.vic.gov.au​
Jaala Pulford, Resources Minister, jaala.pulford@parliament.vic.gov.au
Catherine King, Infrastructure Minister, Minister.King@mo.infrastructure.gov.au
8 October 2022
Re: Westernport Woodlands planning 

I am writing to support the Save Westernport Woodlands campaign to end sand-mining in Bass Coast’s rare coastal forests and woodlands. Around 70% of the Western Port Woodlands area has been designated 'Extractive Industry Interest Area', much of it currently subject to sand mining proposals.
It is clear that for centuries to come, our state sand resource can be filled nearby, but outside of the woodland area. There is no need for sand mining in the Westernport woodlands. The 2016 Extractive Resources Demand and Supply Study produced for the Department of Jobs, Precincts and Regions by EY and PWC indicates licensed reserves in 2050 as equal to 574 years’ supply at 2025 demand levels.
 

The area designated for sand mining is home to many threatened species, including the brown bandicoot, the powerful owl, lace monitor, and white footed dunnart.
 Rare and diminishing amphibian, reptile and birdlife species are still being found within the woodland areas in the high significance, endangered swampy riparian woodland and the riparian forest. 
The east of Westernport has been cleared of most large patches of forest. Apart from this bush corridor, there are no large patches of bush between Mt Worth, Bunyip State Park and Wilsons Promontory. The woodlands provide diverse habitat for echidna, wallabies, reptiles, wildflowers and hold ancient specimens of Xanthorrhoea australi (grass trees). Habitat throughout Gippsland has become increasingly important due to the significant losses of 2020, through bushfire.
Woodlands of this quality are a real draw-card for people for passive recreation, citizen science and professional survey work. This whole bushland corridor encompasses several Nature Conservation Reserves including Adams Creek and The Gurdies. These areas could be linked to create a new National Park, as a gateway to bass coast from Melbourne and the Mornington Peninsula: a drawcard for tourism and passive recreational activities that will support local economic, and state wide education and wellbeing for Victorians. A protected wildlife sanctuary, a centre for Indigenous culture and education, and complementary leisure activities such as walking, hiking, and mountain biking will support people with different interests.
It is government responsibility under law to protect land that has endangered species. The Department of Transport is actively looking for offsets for The Koo Wee Rup Bypass. Given the significant development that has taken place in Casey and Cardinia, protecting the Westernport woodlands is certainly practical and in the spirit of the offset system. 

If the government’s stance is ‘no net loss of vegetation’, the Westernport Woodland Reserve, as an existing series of intact habitats, is obviously needed.
The Westernport Woodlands are significant ecologically, therefore protection of their flora and fauna needs to be an immediate priority.  In addition, waste water and sediment pose significant risk to the health of Westernport Bay
, a home for recreational fishers, sailors, divers, and penguin colonies, all of which attract significant tourism, economic and social wellbeing for Victorians.
This is an opportunity for our state government to show true leadership in line with the wishes of   Victorians to protect our shrinking natural environment. Protective action now will preserve and protect this area for generations to come and is consistent with state government policy, including:

Value creation and capture framework
, focuses on getting better value for Victorian taxpayers' money from all future infrastructure projects; In future, when building infrastructure or developing precincts, government will be: enabling economic opportunities, building green space, increasing community services, housing and education opportunities, and creating more value for the community than would otherwise be the case.
No Minister could justify unnecessary sandmining in a high significance area, which is not needed, and adds nothing to benefit the local community over enhancing planning protections that respond to community wishes, enhance wellbeing and natural green space (forest) and enable new economic opportunities. 
As a concerned citizen, I urge you to take action to protect the Westernport Woodlands. 

Yours sincerely 
� Save Westernport Woodlands, Submission on the Draft Statement of Planning Policy, Bass Coast � HYPERLINK "https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o1hyAc8K8ipb2KKefHFvebGQhbQI9bBA/view" �https://drive.google.com/file/d/1o1hyAc8K8ipb2KKefHFvebGQhbQI9bBA/view�





� Victorian National Parks Association ,2021, Westernport Woodlands, Wildlife Corridor or Sand Pit?


� Professor Dick Wettenhall, Sand Mine Pollution Review https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xwK2iLNPVtkmAanb-cpZta3y4TSKuAS8/view


 


� � HYPERLINK "https://www.vic.gov.au/value-creation-and-capture-framework" �https://www.vic.gov.au/value-creation-and-capture-framework�, accessed October 2022





